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LAND CLEARING, SWAN LOCATION 6845 

472. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries:   
With regard to the unauthorised clearing of 2.5 hectares of vegetation on a ridge on a portion of Swan location 
6845, on the corner of Calingiri Road and Old Plains Road, that occurred during June and July of this year -  
(1) Will the minister advise - given the high risk salinity in the area - whether the matter was investigated 

or pursued by the Commissioner for Soil and Land Conservation; and, if not, why not?  
(2) Given the limited resources to adequately investigate the impacts of clearing, what plans does the 

minister have, in conjunction with other ministries, to ensure that further land clearing restrictions can 
be enforced? 

(3) How much money is involved each year in assessing notices of intent to clear only to end with the area 
being cleared by stealth anyway, and how does this amount compare with the total amount under the 
natural heritage trust to revegetate areas of Western Australia? 

(4) How does the total area of revegetated land in agricultural Western Australia compare with the area 
cleared in various forms since 1998?   

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   
(1) The complaint alleging that 2.5 hectares of unauthorised land clearing occurred on Swan location 6845 

during June and July 2002 was investigated by the Commissioner for Soil and Land Conservation.   
(2) The new land clearing legislation currently before Parliament will be enforced by the Department of 

Environment, Water and Catchment Protection.  Additional staff are being recruited to implement the 
new controls.   

(3) In the past five years one or two cases of land clearing have occurred each year while the proposals 
were under assessment.  The cost of the assessments is between $3 000 and $5 000 each year.  Since 
1997 the National Heritage Trust has invested up to $50.7 million in projects that have a revegetation 
component.   

(4) Since 1988 the commissioner has not objected to 165 384 hectares of land clearing.  The data for 
revegetation carried out in Western Australia since 1988 is not yet available.  Although the data sets 
were recently collated, the summary reports have to be generated.  An earlier commonwealth study of 
the 1990 to 1995 period indicated an increase of 11 480 hectares of vegetation and 38 350 hectares of 
tree plantations in the rural region of Western Australia.  
I do not have the 1990 to 1995 figures, but a better figure would be those to December 2001 in which 
222 977 hectares of hardwood plantations were established in the rural region of Western Australia.  I 
might add that this is, from my recollection, all on private land and does not include public land.  Most, 
if not all, of this would have been since 1988.   

 


